
 
 

Welcome! 
 

While The Fralin remains closed this fall for planned work by the University, 
the 34th annual Writer’s Eye competition will continue through virtual 
programming in several formats, including virtual tours, in-depth conversations, 
video gallery talks, and hands-on artmaking. Read on for details! 

Wednesday, August 26  tour scheduling begins 
 To schedule a virtual Writer’s Eye tour, complete the online Tour Booking Form 

at: https://tinyurl.com/we2020booking 
 

Tuesday, September 8 virtual tours begin 
 And Writer’s Eye Self-Guide with information about selections posted online.  

   Tuesday, September 15 WE Zoom into Art! Begins cancelled 
 For elementary and middle school students, a lively weekly Zoom conversation 

about one Writer’s Eye selection followed by a hands-on art activity 
demonstrated through video! Students RSVP with The Fralin. 

 Thursday, September 17 WE Focus Tours begin cancelled 

 For high school and university students, a weekly opportunity to share 
observation and analysis on one Writer’s Eye selection via Zoom, and workshop 
their writing together. Students RSVP directly with The Fralin. 

    Monday, September 21 Spotlight Tours on Youtube 

 Short docent-led video talks about each Writer’s Eye selection, including visual 
analysis and information about the artist. 

Friday, November 13 tours end 
 Last day for docent-led virtual Writer’s Eye tours. 

Wednesday, November 18  entries due electronically 
 We will only accept submissions online this year.  

Entries are due by 11:59pm through our online form found at: 
https://tinyurl.com/we2020submissions 
No emails or faxes accepted. 

                 January 2021 winners notified 
 Winning students and their teachers notified by email or letter, and announced 

to the public. No phone inquiries please. 
 

 

Writer’s Eye 2020 | key dates 



 
Writer’s Eye 2020 | what is Writer’s Eye? 

 
We invite you to participate in Writer’s Eye 2020, the 34th annual literary 
competition organized by The Fralin Museum of Art at the University of Virginia. 
This year, Writer’s Eye will continue through virtual programming in several 
formats, including virtual tours, in-depth conversations, video gallery talks, and 
hands-on artmaking. This annual ekphrastic writing competition—challenging 
writers of all ages to create original poetry and prose inspired by works of art—
was introduced by docent Carole Armstrong and Valerie Morris in 1986, and has 
become the museum’s flagship educational program. 
 
what is ekphrasis?  
 
Both visual art and creative writing are forms of expression that give voice to the 
human experience, and poets have used visual art as inspiration for centuries. The 
word ekphrasis is a direct transcription from the Greek ek, “out of,” and phrasis, 
meaning “speech” or “expression,” and originally applied to verbal description of 
the visual aspects of a real or imagined object or work of art. Homer’s description 
of Achilles’ shield in Book 18 of the Iliad is the earliest recorded example of 
ekphrastic writing. Over time the concept of ekphrasis evolved from simple 
description of an artwork to any poetic expression or narrative inspired by a work 
of art. Published in 1820, John Keats’ Ode on a Grecian Urn is one of the most 
famous examples of ekphrastic writing. More recently, poet Jan Greenberg has 
talked about her belief in “the power of art to inspire language,” and author and 
educator Georgia Heard called language “the poet’s paint.” Thus, ekphrastic 
writing is an ancient tradition that continues to inspire writers today!  

 
 Writer’s Eye 2020 | competition information  

Compositions inspired by selected artworks can be submitted in the categories of 
Prose or Poetry, for Grades 3–5, 6–8, 9–12, and University/Adult. Entries are 
judged anonymously by area teachers and writing professionals. The judges for 
the High School and University/Adult categories are well-known writers from 
our community. Winners are honored at an annual ceremony in the spring, and 
first, second, and third-place winning entries are published in the annual Writer’s 
Eye anthology. 
 
For Writer’s Eye 2020 we have selected three artworks located in the community, 
as well as six artworks from The Fralin’s permanent collection.



 
    Writer’s Eye 2020 | distinguished judges  
 

 
Lauren K. Alleyne will serve as the Distinguished Judge for Poetry. 
Alleyne is the author of two collections of poetry, Difficult 
Fruit (Peepal Tree Press 2014), and Honeyfish (New Issues & Peepal 
Tree, 2019), and co-editor of Furious Flower: Seeding the Future of 
African American Poetry (Northwestern, 2020). Her work has appeared 
in numerous publications including the New York Times, The 
Atlantic, Ms. Muse, Tin House, and Guernica among others. Her most 
recent honors include a 2020 NAACP Image Award nomination for 
Outstanding Poetry, and the longlist for the Bocas Prize for 
Caribbean Literature. She is currently an associate professor of 
English at James Madison University, and the assistant director of 
the Furious Flower Poetry Center, where she also serves as editor-
in-chief of the center’s online journal, The Fight & The Fiddle. More 
information is available at www.laurenkalleyne.com. 
 
 
 
 
Caroline Preston will serve as the Distinguished Judge for Prose. 
Preston is the author of three novels: Jackie by Josie—a New York 
Times Notable Book of the Year—Lucy Crocker 2.0, and Gatsby’s 
Girl, and two scrapbook novels: The Scrapbook of Frankie Pratt and  
The War Bride’s Scrapbook. She has drawn from her own collection of 
vintage ephemera to create a unique novel form that combines 
historical fiction and scrapbooking. Preston majored in American 
Studies at Dartmouth College, and received a master’s in American 
Civilization from Brown University. Inspired by her interest in 
manuscripts and ephemera, she worked as an archivist at the Rhode 
Island Historical Society, the Peabody/Essex Museum and 
Harvard’s Houghton Library. Preston has been awarded a 
Massachusetts Artist Foundation Fellowship and has had residencies 
at Yaddo, the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts, and Ragdale, 
where she is a Distinguished Artist.  
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

  Writer’s Eye 2020 |  judges for grades 3-5 
 

poetry     prose 
          

Monica Cabarcas   Barbara Fuhrman 

Susan Guerrant Erin James 
Susan Washko     Geraldine Kruger 

Stephen Margulies 
 

     
  Writer’s Eye 2020 |  judges for grades 6-8 
 

poetry     prose 
 

Barbara Boyd     Mark Collins 
Heather Burns    Proal Heartwell 
Michele Kellermann              Molly Minturn 

 
 

  Writer’s Eye 2020 |  prizes 
 

university/adult             high school 
 1st place: $500    1st place: $200 
 2nd place: $250    2nd place: $100 
   3rd place: $100    3rd place: $50 
 

 middle school   elementary school 
 1st place: $100    1st place: $50 
   2nd place: $50    2nd place: $25 
   3rd place: $25    3rd place: $10 

 
 


