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The Fralin showcases the impact of the dealer on American art in Dealer’s Choice: The Samuel 
Kootz Gallery 1945-1966 
 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. – July 12, 2017 – The first exhibition to examine the critical role of art dealer Samuel Kootz 
(1898-1982) in the establishment of modern American art as an international force will debut Aug. 25 through Dec. 
17, 2017. Organized and presented by The Fralin Museum of Art at the University of Virginia, Dealer’s Choice: The 
Samuel Kootz Gallery 1945-1966 provides a new perspective on a seminal moment in American art and features the 
work of Abstract Expressionists including Robert Motherwell, Hans Hofmann, Adolph Gottlieb and William Baziotes. 
 
Through archival research and consideration of works originally handled by the Kootz gallery, Dealer’s Choice 
highlights Kootz’s efforts to promote a group of American artists who created a radically new visual language that 
transformed established ideas about art. It was through dealers such as Kootz that New York City’s status was 
elevated in the art world. 
 
Until now, Kootz has been underrepresented in postwar period scholarship, although he represented much of the 
major talent in 20th-century art. A law graduate of the University of Virginia, Kootz used his legal training and a keen 
sense for marketing and advertising to ensure his gallery was critical to the promotion of avant-garde art in America. 
“This combination of skills created a global impact on the art world, one that is still felt today,” said Matthew 
McLendon, director and chief curator of The Fralin. “New York City is still an epicenter for modern American art and 
the artist, dealer, collector relationship.” 
 
“The exhibition looks at American art through an unusual lens of both gallerist and agent,” said Rebecca Schoenthal, 
curator of exhibitions at The Fralin. “Much of the show focuses on the formative years of the Kootz gallery, during 
which Picasso and Motherwell served as cornerstones, representing the old and new guard.” 
 
Presenting more than 50 works of art, Dealer’s Choice includes highlights such as Adolph Gottlieb’s celebrated 
paintings The Frozen Sounds, Number 1 (1951, The Whitney Museum of American Art) and Frozen Sounds II (1952, 
The Albright-Knox Art Gallery) that mark the transition from his use of Surrealist ‘pictographs’ to Abstract 
Expressionist ‘bursts’; Hans Hofmann’s The Vanquished (1959, University of California, Berkeley Art Museum and 
Pacific Film Archive) which illustrates the artist’s famed ‘push-pull’ aesthetic, critical to his teachings and work; 
William Baziotes’s Figures in Smoke #2 (1947) a recent Fralin acquisition and an important watercolor from a seminal 
year in Baziotes’s career; and Robert Motherwell’s The Red Skirt (1947, Whitney Museum of American Art) a painting 
that reflects the artist’s interest in primordial themes, and the first of the large-scale compositions he began in 1947. 
 
The Fralin Museum of Art’s programming is generously supported by The Joseph and Robert Cornell Memorial 
Foundation. The exhibition and catalogue have been made possible through generous support from The Jefferson 
Trust, an initiative of the UVA Alumni Association; The Joseph and Robert Cornell Memorial Foundation; The Fralin 
Museum of Art Volunteer Board; the UVA Arts Council: Enriching the Arts on Grounds; The Angle Exhibition Fund; 
the Fiddlehead Fund, on behalf of A. Cary Brown and Steven E. Epstein; the Richard S. Reynolds Foundation; and 
Dr. Joyce Lowinson Kootz. Additional support is provided by WTJU 91.1 FM and Ivy Publications LLC. 
 
Admission to The Fralin and to the exhibition is free. 
 



A version of this exhibition will travel to the Neuberger Museum of Art, Purchase College, State University of New 
York in January 2018. 
 
 
Publication 
Dealer’s Choice is accompanied by a scholarly publication bringing new research and essays by noted experts 
closely examining Kootz’s career and activities with the gallery; his writings; his relationships with individual artists, 
collectors and other dealers; and the trajectories of the artists who showed at his gallery. Essayists include 
Schoenthal; Serge Guilbaut, professor emeritus of art history at the University of British Columbia; Barbara Michaels, 
former gallery employee at Kootz Gallery; Ágnes Berecz, associate professor at Christie’s Education; Diana Bush, 
teaching assistant professor at Stevens Institute of Technology; and Jennifer Farrell, associate curator, Department 
of Drawings and Prints at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, who serves as editor for the publication. 
 
About The Fralin Museum of Art at the University of Virginia 
Founded in 1935, The Fralin Museum of Art at the University of Virginia maintains a collection of nearly 14,000 
objects in support of the mission to serve faculty, students and the greater Charlottesville community through 
engaging exhibitions and programs. Internationally traveled exhibitions and a diverse permanent collection enhance 
an emphasis on object-based experiential learning and hands-on scholarly research, which makes The Fralin a 
cornerstone of the arts at the university. From medical school observational training to a creative writing competition, 
innovative programming creates a unique and memorable experience for every visitor. For more information, visit 
http://uvafralinartmuseum.virginia.edu. 
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